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“Jacob Have I Loved” 
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Narrator 2 
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Esau 
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Introduction 

 

Narrator 1 

Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.” Why did he 

make such a remark? These boys were twins, brought up in the same household. What would make God hate 

one and love the other? 

 

Narrator 2 

The word “love” that Paul uses is the Greek word agape, which we have been studying this week. It is the love 

that God has for us; for all those who give their lives to Him. It is the love that God saw in Jacob and he didn’t 

see in Esau.  

 

Narrator 1  

Does this mean that Jacob was perfect or sinless? 

 

Narrator 2 

No, by no means. 

 

Narrator 1  

I thought Jacob was a trickster who used superstition and his own right arm to get whatever he wanted?  

 

Narrator 2 

You’re right. Jacob had to develop this love and obedience to God in his life, it is one thing Esau never learns. 

Listen and try to see the lesson of this in the record of the lives of Jacob and Esau.  

 

Narrator – 3 (Gen 25:21-23) 

And Isaac entreated Yahweh for his wife, because she was barren: and Yahweh was entreated of him, and 

Rebekah his wife conceived. And the children struggled together within her; and she said. If it were so, why am 

I thus? And she went to enquire of Yahweh. And Yahweh said unto her. Two nations are in thy womb, and two 

manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; 

and the elder shall serve the younger. 

 

Narrator –2  

And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in 

tents. And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
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Scene 1 

 

Jacob What a great Day! Perfect for being outside and working with one’s hands – and meditating about the 

beauty of God’s creation. 

 

Rebek So right, my son. It is a perfect day. 

 

Jacob Why doesn’t Esau take time to meditate more? All he thinks about it hunting and eating and hunting and 

then eating, He thinks only of the moment. 

 

Rebek That’s Esau all right, ever since you were both young boys you’ve both been so different. Esau – the 

rugged and daring, always looking for the thrill of the moment. You, calm and meditative – always seeing the 

beauty of the simple things in life and often seeing God’s hand in everything. 

 

Jacob Being the eldest son Esau should show more interest for the things of God, rather than only the things of 

his flesh. Father is getting older and weak; soon Esau will take his place as spiritual leader of this family, He’s 

not preparing himself for that day! 

 

Rebek No, my son, Esau shall not be the spiritual leader of this family. 

 

Jacob (surprised) What do you mean? Although we are twins, Esau is the Eldest. 

 

Rebek True, but before you two were born God told me that the older would serve the younger. God certainly 

knew what you two would be like. Esau has no interest whatsoever in the things of the Truth and that is your 

only interest. 

 

Jacob Me? Have the birthright and the blessing? How shall this be? Father has always favoured Esau over me. 

Is can’t see him ever bestowing either of them upon me! 

 

Rebek You have a point there. I’ll need time to think about what can be done. Perhaps I will talk to your father 

about it again, but he can be quite stubborn! Oh my, but I must get going. We have quests coming and I must see 

that everything is ready for them in the extra tent. 

 

Jacob Bye. I’ll be there later to help out…the elder serve the younger! What an amazing prophecy – even 

before I was born! But it must be true; Esau and I are as different as night and day … by the way, I haven’t seen 

Esau around here for about two weeks. Gone hunting again, I guess (just then Esau stumbles on stage). 

 

Esau Oh Jacob – at last! Water – Food! 

 

Jacob Esau! What’s happened? 

 

Esau Water – please (Jacob gives him water which he grabs and dinks greedily and is refreshed) Give me 

food – do you hear me – I’m starving! 

 

Jacob What happened to you? 

 

Esau Ten days of hunting, I caught nothing and ran out of food. Haven’t eaten in days – no water for a long 

time. You must feed me before I die. Have you some food? I’ll give you anything you want for a meal. 

Anything! 

 

Jacob All I have is some red pottage 

 

Esau Give it to me before I die! 
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Jacob  What will you give me for it, Esau? 

 

Esau Ha! Isn’t it just like you! I offer you anything and you want to strike a bargain! My bow! 2 spears, oxen, 

camels, money! What ever you want. Ask and it is yours. 

 

Jacob Your birthright – I want your birthright! 

 

Esau You fool! My birthright is worth nothing to me if I die a birthright doesn’t do anything for you, all it 

means is problems! Looking after everyone else. You could have had anything I own. You never knew a real 

opportunity when you saw one! 

 

Jacob Your birthright, Esau. Swear to me now that the birthright is mine and this stew is yours 

 

Esau (Gazing at the stew) Yes! I swear. Give me your stew – and the birthright is yours 

 

(Jacob gives him the bowl and some bread and he hungrily eats it.) 

 

Narrator 1 There is a marked difference between these men all right! 

 

Narrator 2 Right, Jacob loved the things of God, but Esau despised them. 

 

 

 

 

Scene 2  
 

Narrator 3 (Gen 27: 1) 

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his 

eldest son, and said unto him, 

 

Isaac  My son. Now, I am old, I know not the day of my death. Now therefore take your weapons, and go out 

to the field, and hunt venison for me. Then cook it as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; and bless you 

before I die. 

 

Esau Yes father. I am a mighty hunter, one of the best. I well find you a young tender deer and fix it in your 

favorite way. Then you can bless me with the double portion. As I am the elder son it is mine – I deserve it. I’ll 

be right back! 

 

Narrator 3 

And Rebekah heard all this and she was very worried and upset for God had told her when her sons were born 

that the elder would serve the younger. What was Isaac doing? Surely he hadn’t for gotten what Yahweh told 

her? She would have to take matters into her own hands. Something had to be done now or it would be too late! 

 

Rebek Jacob, I heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying, “Bring me venison, and make my favorite 

dish, that I may eat, and bless thee before Yahweh before my death. 

Now my son, obey my voice according to that which I command you. Go now to the flock, and fetch me two 

good kids of the goats; and I will make them into your fathers favorite dish. He will never know the difference. 

 

Jacob Why? 

 

Rebek Because you will take it to your father and he will eat it and be pleased and give you the blessing before 

his death. 
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Jacob But Mom! Esau is big and hairy. And look at me I am small and smooth, haven’t you noticed a 

difference between us? Father cannot see but he will feel me, and he shall know I have tried to deceive him and 

I shall get a curse instead of a blessing 

 

Rebek Upon me be your curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me the goats. 

 

Narrater 1       I see what you mean. Jacob didn’t really want to deceive his father. His mother was the real 

mover behind this deception. He obeyed her voice and in doing so deceived his father. 

 

Narrator 2      That is true but unfortunately he learned a lot about deception from this incident. Lessons that 

took a long time to unlearn! 

 

Narrator 3      Soon Jacob had the kids back and his mother prepared them for a meal. In the meantime Rebekah 

dressed Jacob in some of Esau’s clothes and then put skins on his arms so that he would feel like Esau and he 

would have that outdoor smell of the field on him as Esau had. 

 

Jacob Father. 

 

Isaac  Here am I; who are you? 

 

Jacob I am Esau your firstborn; I have done as you have asked me. Arise, sit and eat of my venison, that you 

may bless me. 

 

Isaac How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? 

 

Jacob Because Yahweh your God brought it to me. 

 

Isaac Come near, that I may feel you, my son, whether you are my very son Esau or not. (Jacob went near 

unto Isaac his father and he feels him) The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.(he hugs 

Jacob) See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Yahweh has blessed 

 

Narrator 3     Therefore Isaac blessed Jacob without his own knowledge for it was the will of God that the elder 

would serve the younger. 

 

Isaac  Let people serve you, and nations bow down to you: be lord over your brethren, and let your mother’s 

sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curses you, and blessed be he that blesses you. 

 

Narrator 1     So even thou Jacob did the wrong thing God’s love was still working in his life and Jacob received 

the blessing. 

 

 

Scene 3 

 

Narrator 3 

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob had no sooner gone out of 

the tent, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 

He also had made a delicious meal for his father and brought it to him. 

 

Esau Father arise, and eat of this meal I have prepared for you, that you may bless me. 

 

Isaac What? Who are you?  

 

Esau I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. 
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Isaac Who? Where is he that that brought me al meal, and I have eaten it before you came, and have blessed 

him? Yes, and he shall be blessed. 

 

Esau (a great and exceeding bitter cry) Bless me too, O my father! Is not he rightly named Jacob? (with 

hate)For he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he has taken away my blessing! Don’t you have any 

blessing for me? 

 

Isaac Look, I have made him your lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn 

and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now for you, my son? 

 

Narrator 1 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing which his father blessed him. 

 

Esau The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 

 

Narrator 2 

This is Esau’s natural reaction to the setbacks in life. Hatred and murder! How different Jacob and Esau were. 

They were different in the way they put the principles of God’s love into action in their lives.  

 

Narrator 1 

Even though Jacob was not perfect and had many weaknesses to overcome in his life he always could see the 

promises to the fathers afar off and always strived to have God in his life. 

 

Narrator 3 

These are some of the reasons why God loved Jacob and didn’t love Esau. 

 


