7 4 T+ is estimated +hat James
/ A& Booé wrote this letter sometime
between AD. 44 and 46 +o

Christian Jewish believers who
were strugaling with +rials,

BA(KGRO“ND preyudice and suffering.

It may be helpful +o do some background research on the anthor of the epistle of
James. Wost scholars agree that he was likely a brother of Jesus. There were,
however, up to six possible candidates.

MAXE CONNECTIONS

As ou read, write down v order each vew subject or idea that James is conveying,
Progressivg through the complete letter, go back and add further references. For
example, the first subject is “facing +rials of many kinds” in chapter 1:2. This
subject comes up again v chapters 112 and 510-11.

APPLICATION

This letter from James is to the Christion Jews at that time. However, the
letter really addresses uman vature v geveral. Contemplate the relevavce for
today, how do we deal with trials, prejudice and suffering? How is it manifested?

TRUE RELIGION

James wmakes a very nteresting statement n chapter 1:26-27, "I anyone among
vou 1hinks he is réeligious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own hear+,
this one’s religion is useless. Fure and andefiled religion before God and +he Father
[s 1his: o Visit orphans and widows in +heir trouble, and +o keep oneself anspotted
from the world” NKTJ
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wWhere else in the letter does this privciple apply? The word ‘religion” may ot be used,
but the meanivg will be there. Keeping this duestion in mind when reading all of
scripture is very thought-provoking.  This theme is very evidewt v the Old
Testament. Aside from idolatry, vot looking after orphans and widows was a major
dowwfall for the children of Israel.

FAVOURITE VERSE(S):

which verse or section of the letter is your favourite? why?

DIFFICULT VERSE(S):

Are there verses or sections of the letter that are hard +o wnderstand? write +hewm
down for further contemplation or discussion.

SUMMARY:

which verses do you thivk best summarize the message James was trying to instill?
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