
An Overview of a Book of the Bible Study 

 
Today we may be familiar with a lot of individual verses as little bits of wisdom or 
inspiration, because we see them on social media… but we may not be as familiar with their 
context.  Getting to know a whole book helps us to see the whole argument or reason 
behind it. A good approach for Bible study is to start with the whole, and then “zoom in” on 
details afterwards.  When you study a “Book Overview” you are studying to understand the 
overall message of the book.   

 

1. Read through the book once and look for the answer to the following questions as 
you read, noting the information below (including chapter and verse).  If you are not 
able to find the information in your reading, consult Bible reference study tools (eg a 
study Bible, or Bible handbook).  
 

• Who did God inspire to write this book? 
 

• The books of the Bible are divided into different kinds of writing (e.g. historical 
narrative, the law, wisdom, psalms, prophecy, gospel, epistles).  Which type of 
writing does this book fall under? 

 

• What is the time period for this book, and what other Biblical events were happening 
around the time of its writing? 

 

• Was the book written to someone in particular (eg. the epistles)? 
 

 

2. Read through the book a second time slowly.  Look for key events, key people, key 
verses, and key themes and jot them down or color code them. 
 

3. On your next read, summarize each section with one sentence on a separate sheet of 
paper.  As you write your summaries, notice information in the passages given about 
Who God is and what He does.   Look for lessons and principles, and any key Bible 
teachings. 
 

4. Once you are finished, write a one sentence summary of each chapter in the book. 


