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Elijah and the Ravens 
1 Kings 17:1-9 

 

Ahab was king of the ten tribes of Israel.  

All the kings of Israel’s ten tribes had wick‐

edly served idols, but Ahab was even more 

wicked than all who had been king before!  

He married a gentile princess named Jeze‐

bel who worshipped Baal.  Together they 

built a house for Baal and set up an altar 

for the children of Israel to worship Baal, 

too. 

Instead of leading God’s people to the Wa‐

ter of the Word of God, Ahab and Jezebel 

led them far, far away from God. 

 

 

 

 

 

One day, a hairy man with a leather girdle 

appeared to King Ahab.  It was Elijah.  Elijah 

means “the LORD is God.” He was God’s 

prophet who wanted to show Ahab and 

Israel that the LORD truly was the only liv‐

ing God.   

Now Elijah had bad news for Ahab.  “As the 

LORD God of Israel LIVES, there will be no 

more dew nor rain, until I give the word.”   

Ahab and Israel needed to realize that just 

like it is hard to live in a time draught –when 

there is no rain and no dew‐they also could 

never live without the water of God’s Word 

either! 
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“Go, hide!” God said to Elijah.  God knew 

that Elijah would now have to run for his 

life from Jezebel.  “Go to the brook Cher‐

ith.  The brook will give you water to 

drink, and I will send ravens to feed you 

there.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ravens!  Ravens were nasty little birds 

that ate whatever they could find, includ‐

ing yucky dead things.  Under the Law of 

Moses, they were unclean animals.  But 

that didn’t matter to Elijah, because he 

knew that God sent them to take care of 

him.  Every morning and every evening the 

ravens brought Elijah bread and flesh to 

eat.   

 

 

 



  Old Testament Stories   81 

 

 

 

After a while, the brook Cherith dried up 

because there had been no rain in the 

land.  But Elijah could trust that God 

would still provide for him.  “Arise,” God 

said to Elijah, “Go to Zarephath in Zidon.  

Look, I have commanded a widow wom‐

an to provide for you there.”  Zidon!  That 

was not a place in Israel.  It was an un‐

clean gentile country—and the country 

that Jezebel came from, no less!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But Elijah went to Zidon, just as God com‐

manded.  He could trust that whether it 

was through unclean ravens or unclean 

Gentiles in Jezebel’s hometown, God cared 

for him and would continue to provide for 

him. 

Elijah obeyed God’s commands and went 

wherever God told him to go.  God used 

first unclean ravens and then a gentile wid‐

ow to provide for Elijah.   

If we obey God’s commands like Elijah, we 

can trust that God will always provide for 

us, too—sometimes in unexpected ways 

and through unexpected people! 
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Elijah and the Widow 
1 Kings 17:10-24 

In the country of Zidon, outside the city 

gate, a widow searched the dry ground 

for sticks.  A hairy traveler from Israel ar‐

rived, obviously very thirsty.  “Please,” 

said the man, “will you get me a little wa‐

ter to drink?”   

As she woman turned to get water for 

the thirsty traveler, she heard the voice 

call out again, “And please will you bring 

me just a little bit of bread?” 

 

 

 

 

Sadly the widow turned around to the 

man, Elijah.  “As the LORD your God lives, 

I only have a handful of flour and a little 

oil.  Right now I am searching for two 

sticks, to bake it so that my son and I can 

have one last meal before we starve and 

die.”  

“Don’t worry,” Elijah said to her, “Make a 

cake for me, and afterwards you and 

your son.  The LORD God of Israel has 

said that you will not run out of flour or 

oil until God sends the rain again.” 
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The woman believed Elijah and his God, 

and she did as he had asked her.  First 

she made Elijah a cake, and when she 

was finished there was still flour and 

oil—just as Elijah had said.  And just as 

Elijah had promised, the flour and the oil 

did not run out.   

Elijah stayed in the loft of the widow’s 

house.  God continued to provide food 

for the widow woman and her son.  And 

she continued to provide food for Elijah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After some time had passed, the widow’s 

son became sick and died.  

The distraught mother cried to Elijah, 

“What have I to do with you, O man of 

God?  Are you here to punish my sins by 

killing my son?”   

“Give him to me,” Elijah said.  He held the 

boy closely and carried him up to the loft 

and laid him on the bed. 
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Elijah stretched himself on the child three 

times, and prayed to God, “O LORD my 

God, I pray to You, please, let this child 

come to life again.”  Never before had 

someone been resurrected from the 

dead! 

But God heard Elijah and just as Elijah had 

asked the boy revived!  Elijah took the 

boy back down to the house where his 

mother was, “Look!  Your son is alive 

again!” Elijah said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With joy the widow exclaimed, “I truly 

believe that you ARE a man of God, and 

that God’s Words that you speak are 

true.”  The widow women knew what Is‐

rael needed learn: the LORD—He is God! 

The poor widow had one last meal for her 

and her son before they would both 

starve to death.  Because she obeyed 

God, and put Elijah’s needs before her 

own she was blessed by God both with 

food and later with the resurrection of 

her son! 

God wants us to seek the good of others, 

and not our own good (1 Cor. 10:24).  He 

will reward us, too, when He sees that we 
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Elijah at Mt. Carmel 
1 Kings 18 

Three and a half years passed since Elijah 

prayed that there would be no rain.  The 

land became more and more dry.   

Now it was time to see whether Ahab and 

the people of Israel had learned that they 

needed the Water of God’s Word.  It was 

time to show them that the LORD—He is 

God! 

It was time for Elijah to go speak with 

Ahab.   

 

 

 

 

“Is that you, Elijah?  The one who has 

been troubling Israel?”  Ahab angrily ex‐

claimed when he saw Elijah. 

“I have not troubled Israel—you have, 

Ahab– you and your father’s house!  You 

have forsaken the true God and wor‐

shipped Baal!” replied Elijah.  “Now send 

and gather all Israel to mount Carmel, 

and bring the four hundred and fifty 

prophets of Baal.” 

Ahab did as Elijah commanded.    

The children of Israel stood on mount 

Carmel early in the morning. 
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“How long will you go back and forth be‐

tween serving God and serving Baal?” Eli‐

jah cried out to them, “If the LORD is the 

One True God, follow him!  But if Baal is 

the True God, then follow him!  You must 

make up your mind!” 

“The prophets of Baal will prepare a sacri‐

fice for Baal, and I will prepare a sacrifice 

to the LORD.  Then you call to Baal, and I 

will call on the name of the LORD.  Whoev‐

er answers with fire—He is the True God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

So the prophets of Baal took a bull and 

killed it and put it on the altar for Baal.  

“O, Baal, hear us!  O, Baal, hear us!” they 

chanted.  The sun rose higher in the sky, 

but there was no answer from Baal.  

Noon came, and no answer from Baal. 

“Cry louder,” Elijah mocked.  “Maybe 

he’s on a journey or sleeping and can’t 

hear you!”  Elijah knew the One True God 

never slumbers or sleeps and can always 

hear His children when they call. 

The prophets cried louder.  They began 

to cut themselves with knives to get 

Baal’s attention.  But there was no an‐

swer. 

Evening came, but still no answer from 

Baal.   
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“Come to me,” Elijah called the children 

of Israel.  It was time to show them that 

the LORD‐He is God!  God’s altar had fall‐

en apart since no one had sacrificed to 

God in so long.  So first Elijah repaired 

the altar.  Then around the altar he 

made a trench.  After putting the bull on 

the altar, he told the people to pour bar‐

rels of water on the altar and the 

trench—one time, two times, three 

times.  The altar was soaked.  How could 

fire burn that? 

“Hear me, O LORD!” Elijah prayed, 

“Hear me so that your people will know 

that YOU are the LORD and turn their 

hear back to You again.” 

 

 

 

 

Suddenly, fire fell from heaven—it burned 

the sacrifice… AND the wood… AND the 

stones.. AND the dust… it was all burnt 

up. 

The contest was over.  Stunned, the chil‐

dren of Israel fell on their faces.  “The 

LORD, HE is God; the LORD HE is God!”  

They cried.   

God doesn’t want us to be like the children 

of Israel who could not make up their mind 

whether to serve Him or not.  He has 

shown us in many ways that He alone is the 

One True God, and He wants us to love Him 

with ALL of our heart, soul, strength and 

mind.   
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Elijah at Mt. Horeb 
1 Kings 19 

After the fire from heaven burnt Elijah’s 

sacrifice, the children of Israel could see 

that the LORD –He is God.   

“Kill the prophets of Baal!” Elijah com‐

manded the children of Israel, “Let none 

of them escape.” 

Then Elijah spoke to Ahab.  “Get up, 

Ahab!”  he said, “Eat and drink for an 

abundance of rain is coming now!” 

Because God’s people had recognized 

Him as the True Living God, it was time 

for the drought to end. 

 

 

 

 

But when Jezebel heard that the proph‐

ets of Baal had been killed, she was furi‐

ous!  “Send a messenger to Elijah,” she 

cried angrily, “Tell him that he will be as 

dead as the prophets of Baal by tomor‐

row!” 

Elijah ran for his life. He ran into the de‐

sert, and sat under a juniper tree.  He 

was discouraged.  He had hoped that 

after such a great miracle on mount 

Carmel, Jezebel and the worship of Baal 

would be completely overthrown.  Now 

he was on the run from Jezebel again! 
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Elijah continued to journey and 40 days 

later came to mount Horeb (or mount Si‐

nai where Moses had met with God many 

years earlier). 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?”  God 

asked. 

“The children of Israel have forsaken Your 

covenant, and thrown down Your altars.  

They have killed Your prophets with the 

sword!”  Elijah cried, “I am the only one 

left, and they are trying to take my life 

too!” 

“Go, stand on mount Horeb.” God com‐

manded Elijah. 

 

 

 

 

 

As Elijah stood on mount Horeb, a terrify‐

ing wind blew past, ripping the rocks off 

the mountain around  Elijah!  But God was 

not in the wind. 

As the wind died down, the mountain 

where Elijah stood began to tremble with 

an earthquake!  But God was not in the 

earthquake.   

As the quaking began to calm down, a fire 

began to burn!  But God was not in the 

fire.   

When the fire died down, Elijah heard a 

still small voice. 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?”  God 

asked again in the still small voice.   
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Again Elijah replied, “The children of Is‐

rael have forsaken Your covenant, and 

thrown down Your altars.  They have 

killed Your prophets with the sword!”  

Elijah cried, “I am the only one left, and 

they are trying to take my life too!” 

“Elijah, I still have work for you to do!” 

God said to Elijah.  God’s judgment would 

soon be coming to Jezebel and God want‐

ed Elijah to anoint those who would de‐

stroy Jezebel and the Baal worshippers.   

“And Elijah,” God also said, “You are not 

alone.  I want you to anoint a man, Elisha, 

as a new prophet for me.  Also, there are 

7,000 in Israel who have never wor‐

shipped Baal.”   

 

 

 

 

 

Encouraged by God’s word, Elijah left 

mount Horeb to go find Elisha. 

Elijah felt like he was the only one left who 

served God, but God showed him that 

there were many who were still serving 

God and provided for Elijah a friend in the 

truth. 

God gives us friends in the truth, too, to 

encourage us in trying to please God.  We 

can think about the gift God has given us in 

our godly friendships so that like Elijah, we 

can know that we are never alone. 
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Elijah and the Whirlwind 
2 Kings 2 

Some time had passed since Elijah had 

anointed Elisha.  Ahab had been killed in 

battle, and his wicked son, Jehoram, 

was now king.   

Although there were a few in Israel who 

served God, most continued to worship 

Baal. 

But for now, Elijah’s work was coming to 

its end.  It was time for Elisha to become 

the new prophet to Israel. 

  

 

 

 

 

Elisha had been a faithful friend who 

had stayed with Elijah from the time he 

had been anointed.  But now Elijah 

spoke to Elisha, “Stay here, please, Eli‐

sha.  God has sent me to Bethel.” 

But Elisha replied, “As the LORD lives, 

and as I live, I will not leave you.”  So 

both of them went to Bethel.   

In Bethel, Elijah again said, “Elisha, stay 

here, please.  God has sent me to Jeri‐

cho.”  

But Elisha replied, “As the LORD lives, 

and as I live, I will not leave you.”  So 

both of them went to Jericho. 
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In Jericho, Elijah again said, “Elisha, stay 

here, please.  God has sent me to Jor‐

dan.” 

But once again, Elisha replied, “As the 

LORD lives, and as I live, I will not leave 

you.”   

Elijah and Elisha came to the Jordan river 

where many, many years earlier the chil‐

dren of Israel had crossed to enter the 

Promised Land. 

Elijah took his mantle off and hit the wa‐

ter of Jordan with it, and the Jordan River 

stopped, leaving dry ground—just as it 

had done for the children of Israel many 

years before. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elijah and Elisha crossed on dry ground.  

“Elisha, what can I do for you, before I am 

taken away from you?”  Elijah asked. 

“Please,” Elisha said, “Let a double portion 

of your spirit be upon me.”  God’s spirit 

had enabled Elijah to perform miracles, 

and Elisha hoped God’s spirit could work 

through him, too. 

“That is a difficult thing that you have 

asked,” Elijah said.  “If you see when I am 

taken away, then it will be as you have 

asked.  But if you cannot see me, then it 

won’t.” 
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Elijah and Elisha continued to walk and to 

talk together, when suddenly a chariot 

and horses of fire separated Elijah from 

Elisha!  As Elisha watched, a whirlwind 

took Elijah into heaven. 

“My father, my father!” Elisha cried as he 

tore his clothes in two.  He would see Eli‐

jah again no more.   

But there was something Elijah had left 

behind—his mantle.  Elisha picked up 

Elisha’s mantle and walked back to the 

shore of the Jordan River.  Did he have the 

spirit power from God like Elijah did?  Had 

his request been answered?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elisha raised the mantle and hit the Jordan 

River.  And the Jordan River parted for Eli‐

sha.  Yes, he too would have the power to 

perform miracles just as Elijah did. 

For now Elijah’s work is complete.  Elisha 

picked up where Elijah left off showing 

God’s people not only that “the LORD He is 

God” (Elijah’s name), but that He is a “God 

who Saves” (Elisha’s  name). 

However, very, very soon Elijah will be 

raised to continue his work in a very special 

way.  Elijah will be the first to go to the 

Jews in the land of Israel to prepare the 

way for Jesus’ to reveal Himself to them.  

THIS time ALL Israel will know‐ that the 

LORD, He is God! 


