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Be Strong and of Good Courage 
Deuteronomy 30, 31, 34; Joshua 1 

 

  

 

The children of Israel had wandered in 

the hot desert wilderness for forty 

years.  Now they finally were about to 

enter the promised land.  Moses was 

God’s faithful servant.  He had led 

God’s people out of slavery in Egypt, 

and he had led them throughout their 

wilderness wanderings.  He was as 

strong as ever, even though he was 

now 120 years old!  But God told him 

that he was about to die—right before 

God’s people were to enter the prom‐

ised land. 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

Before Moses died,  he called together 

all of God’s people.  “You must keep all 

of God’s law!”  He warned them.  “If 

you love God and obey Him, He will 

bless you and you will prosper in the 

land.  But if you disobey, He will curse 

you and will scatter you among the na‐

tions.  Whether you choose to serve 

and love God or not is choosing be‐

tween life and death!  Choose life,” 

Moses pleaded, “So that you and your 

children will live!”  
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 Moses remembered that the people had 

been afraid to enter the land because of the 

giants.  He also knew that he would not be 

there to lead them when they crossed the 

Jordan River to fight all the nations in the 

land.  But even though they would no long‐

er have Moses as their leader they would 

always have God!  So Moses encouraged 

the people:  “Be strong and of good cour‐

age!  Do not be afraid of the enemies.  Your 

God goes with you.  He will NOT leave you 

nor forsake you.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Moses called Joshua in front of all 

the people—he was to be their new 

leader.  “Joshua!  Be strong and of 

good courage!  You will lead this peo‐

ple—and God will lead you— into the 

land which the LORD promised to their 

fathers.   God will never leave you, nor 

forsake you.  So do not fear, nor be dis‐

mayed!” 
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Moses left Joshua and all the people.  He walked 

alone across the plains and climbed Mount Ne‐

bo.  From the top of the mountain God showed 

Moses all of the promised land before he died.  

Moses was not able to inherit the promised land 

at that time, but he trusted that one day he 

would be raised to life again to inherit the prom‐

ised land in the kingdom… forever! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back at the camp, the LORD spoke to Joshua, 

who was now Israel’s new leader: “Moses My 

servant is dead,” God said.  “Now arise and lead 

this people over the Jordan River to the land 

that I am giving them.  Just as I was with Moses, 

so I will be with you.  Be strong and of good 

courage; do not be afraid, nor dismayed, for the 

LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”    

The world is a scary place sometimes.  When 

you are afraid you can remember God’s prom‐

ise, too, and trust that just as God was with His 

people then, He is also with you. 
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Rahab, the Faithful  
Joshua 2 

  

God’s people stood at the edge of the 

promised land.  Behind them was the hot, 

dry desert, and ahead of them—just 

across the Jordan—was a beautiful green 

land flowing with milk and honey.  “Get 

ready!”  Joshua said to the people, “In 

three days we will cross over the Jordan 

into the land God has promised us!”  There 

was only one problem.  Many wicked peo‐

ple already lived in that land.   So Joshua 

sent two men to spy out Jericho. 

  

  

  

  

 

The two men arrived at the house of Ra‐

hab the harlot in Jericho. But news of 

the spies’ arrival quickly reached the 

king! He immediately sent men to 

search Rahab’s house.  However, Rahab 

had hidden the spies under itchy stalks 

of flax on her roof.  She knew that these 

were special men, and believed that 

God was with them.  “Bring out the 

spies!” the king’s men demanded. Ra‐

hab replied: “There were men here, but 

I didn’t realize they were spies.  They 

left when it got dark.   Run!  I’m sure you 

will catch them!”   The king’s men hur‐

riedly left and began to search outside 

the city.   
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After the king’s men left, Rahab crept 

back to the spies on the roof.  “We 

know how your God dried up the Red 

Sea when you came out of Egypt, and 

we have heard how God totally destroys 

your enemies,” Rahab said.  “Our hearts 

are melting in fear—we are terrified, 

because we know that your God has 

promised you THIS land!  Your God is the 

God of heaven and earth, so I know it 

will happen just as He has said.  Please,” 

Rahab begged, “since I have shown 

kindness to you by hiding you,  will you 

spare me and my family from death?”   

  

  

  

 

 

 

Not only were the spies thankful to Ra‐

hab for hiding them, but they were en‐

couraged by her faith in their God.  She 

was right!  Their God truly WAS the God 

of heaven and earth, and He WOULD 

give them this land to inherit.  “Yes!” The 

spies said, “You have spared our life, and 

we will spare yours.  But you must take 

this scarlet cord and hang it from the 

window.  It is a cord of hope—and all 

who are in your house will be spared 

when this city is destroyed.” 
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From the window of her house, Rahab let the 

men down by a rope.  “Run to the mountain,” 

Rahab instructed, “Hide there three days while 

the king’s men search for you!  After three days, 

it will be safe for you to return again to your 

people.”  The two men ran to the mountains, as 

Rahab had instructed.  Rahab tied the scarlet 

cord of hope in her window.  She knew that 

when the men came back, they would come 

with the rest of the Israelite army.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After hiding in the mountain for three days, the 

men returned across the Jordan to Joshua and ex‐

citedly told him what Rahab had said:  “The people 

of the land are terrified of us!  Truly the LORD has 

delivered all the land into our hands!”   

 

Rahab’s faith in God and His promises helped to 

strengthen the spies’ and Joshua’s faith.  You can 

share our faith in God too, by talking with each 

other about the amazing things that God has done, 

and also the amazing things that God has promised 

He will do!  
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The Jordan River Stops 
Joshua 2-3 

 

  

It was the tenth day of Abib.  Exactly forty 

years earlier on this very day, the children 

of Israel in Egypt had been choosing a lamb 

for the very first Passover.  Exactly forty 

years earlier, God’s people were just about 

to cross over the Red Sea on dry ground. 

Now the children of Israel were on the 

banks of the Jordan River.  It was spring‐

time which was the season of lots of rain.  It 

had rained so much that the Jordan River 

was completely overflowing it’s banks as 

it’s waters rushed quickly past the people 

and flowed down to the Dead Sea.     

 

 

  

 

Most of the children of Israel would have 

been too young to remember crossing 

the Red Sea, but they had to trust that 

God could perform amazing miracles for 

them, too!   

“Come here, and listen to the words of 

the LORD your God,” Joshua shouted.  

“Watch!  The priests will carry the ark of 

the covenant , and dip their feet in the 

edge of the Jordan River.  When they do, 

you will see the water of the river stop 

flowing, so that you will all be able to 

cross safely on dry ground. “ 
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Just as Joshua said, the priests carried the 

ark of the covenant to the edge of the River 

Jordan.  (The ark of the covenant was  the 

most special part of the tabernacle because 

that was where God said He would dwell.  

The ark was covered in pure gold, and kept 

in the Most Holy place, where the High 

Priest entered once every year.)  Just as the 

priests carrying the very special ark dipped 

their feet in the Jordan, the river stopped!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forty‐thousand men (not including 

women and children) passed on dry 

ground to the Promised Land.  When 

the people were safely to the other 

side,  Joshua sent twelve men—one 

from each tribe—back to the place 

where the priests stood with the ark of 

the covenant.   Each man chose a stone 

from the dry ground.   They carried 

these stones and placed them where 

Joshua and all Israel stood on the other 

side.    
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The stones were to be a “memorial” for 

the children of Israel.  A “memorial” is 

something that helps you to remember 

an event or person that is very im‐

portant.  So from then on, whenever the 

children of Israel saw those memorial 

stones they would remember the won‐

derful miracle God did for them so they 

could safely cross the River Jordan.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

Once all the people were safely on the oth‐

er side, and all the memorial stones were in 

place, the priests carrying the ark stepped 

out of the path of the river.  As soon as they 

did, the water began to rush down as be‐

fore.  The people rejoiced and celebrated 

their very first Passover in the Promised 

Land.   God had delivered them again! 

 

 

 

The Jordan River’s name means “descending” because it flowed from a place called Adam—down, 

down, down to the Dead Sea.  Israel made a “memorial” to always remember that God had stopped 

the Jordan from descending to the Dead Sea.   Just like the Jordan River, all of us are descending 

down, down, down to death ever since Adam sinned.  But God has made a way to deliver us from 

flowing down to death!  Each Sunday we have a “memorial” to remember this promise of deliver‐

ance from death through Jesus.  
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The Fall of Jericho 
Joshua 6 

  

The children of Israel could feel the soft, 

spring, land‐of‐Promise grass beneath 

their feet.  They had arrived.  The Jordan 

River that they’d miraculously crossed 

rushed nearby their camp.  But now they 

must face Jericho.  Jericho’s protecting 

walls stood high.  The gates were closed 

and locked.  How could the children of 

Israel fight for Jericho, if they couldn’t 

even get inside?  What were they to do? 

  

  

  

  

 

It was time for Joshua to share the bat‐

tle plan that God had given him with the 

people.  But this battle plan was not 

about fighting; it was about trusting and 

obeying.  “We are going to march 

around the walls of Jericho!”  Joshua 

explained to the army, “Part of you will 

walk in the front.  In the middle will be 

seven priests blowing seven rams’ horns 

and the ark of God.  Behind the ark of 

God will march the rest of you.  BUT,” 

Joshua continued, “There will be NO 

noise, not even a word except the 

sound of the priests’ trumpets… until I 

tell you.” 
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What strange instructions!  But the chil‐

dren of Israel must trust and obey.  On 

the first day, they marched around the 

tall city walls.  The sound of the rams’ 

horns echoed eerily across the other‐

wise quiet air.  Perhaps they could see 

the scarlet cord dangling from Rahab’s 

window and think about her words: “I 

know that the LORD has given you this 

land!”  After marching around once, 

they returned back to their camp.  The 

next morning they would wake up and 

do it all again. 

  

  

  

 

 

At dawn of the seventh day of marching, 

the children of Israel woke early.  This 

time they did not return back to camp 

after marching around the city once.  

They marched around again… and again.  

Seven times they marched around the 

city.   “SHOUT!” cried Joshua.  Thousands 

of Israelite soldiers gave an earsplitting 

shout, and the walls of Jericho suddenly 

collapsed with a great roar! 
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As the dust settled, the army could see a 

small part of the wall still standing.  A 

scarlet cord dangled from the window.  

Quickly Joshua turned to the two spies, 

“Get Rahab and all of her family as you  

promised her.”  The two spies rescued 

Rahab as they had promised, and took her 

and her family back to safety at the camp 

of Israel.  Later Rahab would marry a man 

named Salman from the tribe of Judah, 

and became the mother of a man named 

Boaz, and the great– great– grandmother 

of King David.  One day many, many, 

many years later another descendant of 

faithful Rahab was born—his name was 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

Back at the crumbled walls of Jericho, Joshua 

instructed the Israelite army:  “Take all of the 

treasure of Jericho—the silver, gold, brass, and 

iron—and put it in the treasury for the house 

of God.  Do not keep any of it for yourselves.”  

The rest of the city was burned with fire.  And 

that was how the first city of the land of Prom‐

ise was won—by trusting and obeying God. 

 

You also must trust and obey like the children 

of Israel.  They did not know what God would 

do, but they trusted He knew best.  You also 

can trust that God knows best, and obey His 

commandments.  God also wants you to trust 

and obey your parents, because this is the right 

thing to do. 



  Old Testament Stories   13 

 
 

You Shall Not Covet 
Joshua 7 

 

  

The children of Israel won Jericho by 

trusting and obeying God.  The next 

city they faced was Ai.  Since Ai was 

very small, Joshua sent only a few 

from the army to fight and take the 

city.  But surprisingly, the men of Ai 

chased away and even killed some of 

the men of Israel!  Oh, no!  What had 

gone wrong?  God had defeated the 

great city of Jericho, but now the small 

city of Ai was overcoming them!   

  

  

 

 

  

 

God’s people were frightened.  Was 

God with them no longer? Joshua tore 

his clothes, and fell on his face before 

the ark of the LORD.  “Why have you 

brought us over the Jordan at all—to 

destroy us?” Joshua cried.   

“Get up, Joshua!” replied the LORD.  

“Israel has sinned.”  Someone in the 

camp had disobeyed and stolen from 

the treasures in Jericho that belonged 

to God.  Who would do this terrible 

thing?   
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Joshua woke up early the next morning.   It 

was time to find out who would steal from 

the treasure that belonged to God.  All of 

Israel came out, and God showed to Joshua 

that the man who had sinned was Aachan.   

“My son,” Joshua begged, “Tell me what 

you have done!”    

“It’s true. I have sinned against God,” Aa‐

chan confessed.  “When I saw a beautiful 

garment, and silver and gold, I coveted 

them and stole them.  I buried them under 

my tent.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joshua’s men ran to Aachan’s tent.  

Sure enough, buried underneath just as 

Aachan had said, were the stolen treas‐

ures.  Aachan’s name means “trouble,” 

and trouble he had caused for God’s 

people.  But now it was Aachan’s turn 

to be troubled.  Aachan and his family, 

his animals and all that he had were to 

be stoned.    
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After Aachan had been stoned, God 

turned away from His fierce anger.  The 

valley where Aachan was stoned was 

named “the Valley of Achor.”  Much lat‐

er in Israel’s history, God calls this Valley 

“a door of hope.” God wanted to re‐

mind Israel that if they would get rid of 

sin, He was ready to turn away from His 

anger, and have mercy on them again. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

God spoke to Joshua again, after Aachan 

had been stoned: “Do not be afraid of tak‐

ing Ai now.  I have given it into your hand.”  

This time, with God on their side, Israel con‐

quered the city of Ai.    

Aachan SAW the treasures of Jericho and 

coveted, and then stole them.  Coveting is 

wanting something that is not your own.   

God has commanded us not to covet.  God 

provides you with everything you could ev‐

er need.  So instead of wanting things that 

do not belong to you when you see them 

like Aachan, God wants you to think about 

all the things that He HAS given to you, and 

be thankful! 


