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Hannah’s Prayer 
1 Samuel 1:1-28, 2:1-11, 18-21 

 

In the days when the Judges ruled Isra‐

el, there lived a priest, named Eli, who 

served in God’s tabernacle in Shiloh.  

Eli had two sons named Hophni and 

Phinehas, who were very, very wicked.  

When the children of Israel brought 

offerings for God to the tabernacle, 

Hophni and Phinehas would steal the 

offerings the people had brought for 

God! 

  

 

 

 

 

At that time, there also lived a man 

named Elkanah.  He had two wives: Han‐

nah and Penninah.  Penninah had many 

children, but Hannah had none.   

Every year, Elkanah and Hannah and Pen‐

ninah and Penninah’s children would all 

go up with an offering for God to the tab‐

ernacle.   

Every year, Hannah was saddened by the 

wicked sons of Eli.  If only she could have 

a son who could grow up and teach the 

people God’s ways!  This made Hannah 

weep, and she did not eat the food at the 

feast in Shiloh.  
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After the rest of the family had finished 

eating and drinking at the feast, Hannah 

walked alone back to the tabernacle.  

There she poured out her sorrow to God 

in prayer.  “O LORD of hosts,” she cried, 

“If You will indeed look on the affliction 

of Your maidservant and give Your maid‐

servant a baby boy then I will give him 

back to you all the days of his life.  He will 

be a Nazarite and no razor shall come up 

on his head.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eli, the priest, saw Hannah there in the 

tabernacle.  He could see her mouth mov‐

ing, but could not hear her words.   “This 

wicked woman has come to the tabernac‐

le after drinking too much wine!” Eli 

thought.   

“How long will you be drunk?” Eli said to 

Hannah.  “Get rid of your wine!” 

“No, my lord,” Hannah replied.  “I am a 

woman of sorrowful spirit.  I have had no 

wine, but I have poured out my sorrows  

to God in prayer.  Please do not think of 

your maidservant as a wicked woman.” 
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 “Go in peace,” Eli said to Hannah.  “May 

God give you what you have asked of Him.” 

So Hannah returned from the tabernacle, 

and she ate and was no longer sad.  She 

had given her burden to God in prayer, and 

knew she could trust Him to answer in 

whatever way would be right.  

God DID answer Hannah’s prayer with a 

baby son.  Hannah named the baby Samuel 

which means “Answered of God.”  

When Samuel was old enough, Hannah 

brought him to Eli at the tabernacle.  “O 

my lord!” Hannah said to Eli.  “I am the 

woman who stood here praying to the 

LORD.  For this child I prayed, and the 

LORD has answered my prayer!”   

 

 

 

 

Once again Hannah prayed to God at the 

tabernacle, but this time it was a prayer of 

praise!   

Hannah fulfilled her vow to give Samuel to 

God so that he could grow up and one day 

teach people God’s ways.   

 

God wants us to pray to Him—not just at 

mealtimes!  He wants us to stop and pray to 

Him when we are sad and praise Him when 

we are thankful.  We can trust that God an‐

swers our prayers.  Even though sometimes 

God’s answer might be “no” or “wait”, we 

know that He has heard us, and He will do 

what is best. 
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“Here I Am” 
1 Samuel 3-4 

 

The boy Samuel lived at the tabernac‐

le.  Every year, when Hannah came 

with Elkanah to the tabernacle she 

would bring Samuel a little coat.   

As Samuel grew he helped Eli in the 

tabernacle.  One night, after Samuel 

had gone to bed he heard a voice call‐

ing him: “Samuel!  Samuel!” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel  ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, 

for you called me.”  But Eli said, “I didn’t 

call you; lie down again.” 

Again Samuel heard his name called, 

“Samuel!”  So again Samuel ran back to 

Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 

me!”  And again Eli said, “I did not call 

you, my son; like down again.” 

A third time Samuel heard the voice call‐

ing his name.  Once more he went to Eli, 

“Here I am,” Samuel said, “for you DID 

call me.” 
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Then Eli realized that God was calling the 

boy.  So he told Samuel, “Go, like down; 

and it will be if God calls you, that you 

must say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant 

hears.’” 

So Samuel returned and laid down again. 

“Samuel!  Samuel!”  God said. 

Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your serv‐

ant is listening!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God then told the boy Samuel about the 

terrible things that were about to happen 

because of the wickedness of Eli’s sons.   

In the morning Eli asked Samuel what God 

had told him, and Samuel told Eli the sad 

message from God. 

One day, a little while later, the children of 

Israel fought against the Philistines.  The 

Philistines were winning the battle.  “Go, 

get the ark of God,” the children of Israel 

cried,  “That will save us!”  The children of 

Israel were never supposed to take God’s 

ark from the tabernacle! 
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Wicked Hophni and Phinehas took the ark 

from the tabernacle and brought it to the 

battlefield.  A great shout of excitement 

went up in the army of Israel!  They had 

God’s ark, now God would surely save 

them!  They should have known that God 

would not save them while they were diso‐

beying Him. 

So once again, the Philistines defeated Isra‐

el.  And when they did, they killed Hophni 

and Phinehas and stole God’s ark. 

When Eli heard the news from the battle‐

field, he was so upset that he fell back‐

wards from where he sat, and died.  The 

prophecy that God had revealed to the boy 

Samuel had begun to come to pass. 

 

 

 

 

Samuel grew until he became a man.  God 

was with Samuel, and all Israel knew that 

he was God’s prophet.  Just as Hannah and 

prayed, Samuel taught all Israel about God 

and His ways. 

 

Even when Samuel was a boy, he was ready 

to listen when God spoke.  Although God 

does not speak to us in the same way He 

spoke to Samuel, He does still speak to us 

through His word the Bible!  You can be 

ready to listen carefully to God’s word even 

when you are young.  As you grow, you can 

teach others about God’s word, like Samuel 

did, too!   
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A King for 

Israel 
1 Samuel 8-9,12-13,15 

 

Samuel, God’s judge and prophet, was 

growing older.   

One day the elders of Israel came to 

Samuel.  “Samuel, you are old.  We 

want a king—just like all the nations 

around us.” 

This made Samuel terribly sad, so he 

prayed to God.   

  

 

 

 

 

God spoke to Samuel.  “Listen to the 

people,” God said, “they have not reject‐

ed you—they have rejected me!” 

God was their King!  As their King, He had 

led them out like an army from Egypt.  As 

their King, He had given them laws in the 

wilderness.  He had delivered them from 

enemies, He had saved them in battles.  

He provided for them, He loved them.   

But from the beginning, the people want‐

ed to serve anything BUT God.  First it 

was the golden calf,  and then the false 

gods of the nations around them.   Now 

they wanted a king to serve that they 

could see—just like the nations around 

them. 
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“Give them a king,” God said, “But warn 

the people that this king will take your sons 

for his armies, and your daughters to cook.  

He will take the best of your fields and your 

vineyards, and he will take the best of your 

cattle and herds.  You will be the king’s 

servants.  And you will cry out to me be‐

cause of YOUR king whom YOU have cho‐

sen, but I will not hear you.” 

A king that they could see would not love 

them and provide for them, the king would 

be selfish and provide for himself! 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel told the people all that God had 

said.  But it didn’t matter to them. 

“No, we want a king to serve!  We want to 

be like all the nations, and our king will 

judge us and go before us and fight our 

battles!” they said. 

Samuel prayed to God again.  “Listen to 

them, Samuel,” God said again, “Make 

them a king.” 

So Samuel anointed a man named Saul to 

be the king over Israel.   
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As Saul was made king, Samuel spoke to 

Saul and the people.  “You have sinned 

greatly!  So that you can see how great your 

wickedness is, God will send thunder and 

rain in this dry season on your wheat har‐

vest!”   As the people watched, the thunder 

and rain began. 

“We have sinned greatly!”  the people cried 

to Samuel,  “Please pray to God so that we 

may not die! “ 

“Fear not,” Samuel said. “You HAVE done 

wickedly, but from now on serve God with 

ALL your heart.  Stop going after empty 

things that will never deliver you!  God will 

not forsake you for His great name’s sake, 

and I will never stop praying for you, or stop 

from teaching you the right way.  Fear God, 

and serve Him with all your heart.  But if you 

continue to do wickedly, you will be swept 

away—you and your king.” 

 

 

Sadly, over and over again Saul disobeyed 

God.  Saul was not a king who would lead 

God’s people to serving God, so God told 

Samuel that it was time to find a new king– 

a king that would lead people back to God –

their True King. 

 

Just like the children of Israel were meant 

to serve God their True King with all their 

heart, we also must serve God our True King 

with all of heart even though we cannot see 

Him. 

One day soon, God’s very own Son—Jesus, 

will return as King over the whole earth!      

Then ALL nations will serve Him as King.  He 

will not be like self‐serving king Saul, but He 

will be a righteous King who provides for 

His people ‐  a King who delivers, and a King 

who saves. (Psalm 72). 


