
    

   
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

Colour code: Blue (God and Jesus Christ); Red (sin / devil / the world / judgment of wicked); Green 
(Kingdom); Orange (important words and phrases); Purple (return of Jews to the land); Yellow 
(practical exhortation). Prepared for Study Week 2016 to the theme “I am not ashamed”.  
Acknowledgements: Expositor notes by HP Mansfield, Adelaide YC1991 notes, SW2016 notes, 

talks by S Dodson, N Badger. Email: acdangerfield@webshield.net.au or www.studyweek.net 

 

v7 Likewise Husbands: Links this verse with the previous verses. The 
husband is to follow Christ’s example of love, patience, self-sacrifice 
and care. According to knowledge: Understanding and thoughtful. 
Honour unto the wife: Lit. value, esteem, precious, highest price. The 
husband is to sacrifice his own desires for the care of his wife, as Christ 
did. Weaker vessel: A vessel is designed to hold precious contents, 
God’s Word and His Character: 2 Cor 4:6-7. The same symbology is 
used in Rom 9:22-24; 2 Cor 4:7-10; 2 Tim 2:21. Used in the sense of 
physical weakness, therefore needing special care and protection. 
Heirs together: Men and women were designed to be complementary 
to each other. They are both joint heirs to the promises: Gal 3:26-29.  
That your prayers be not hindered: A serious warning to husbands.  

 

 
  

 

If a husband takes advantage of his 
position and treats her badly, then 
God will not listen to his prayers.  
 

3:8-13 OUR LIFE IN CHRIST 
v8 All one mind: True unity is when 
brethren have the mind of Christ: Ps 
133; Phil 2:2,5. Empathy with others 
is an important part: Rom 12:15-17; 1 
Cor 12:25-26. Compassion: Because 
Christ has this for us: Heb 4:15.Love 
as brethren: Gr. Philadelphos. A fun-
damental commandment of Christ: Jn 
13:34; 1 Jn 4:21. v9 Not evil for evil: 
Christ is our ultimate example: Mt 5: 
38-39; 27:14. God is the judge: Deut 
32:35; Rom 12:17-19. Blessing: The 
spirit of Christ: Mt 5:44. Inherit a 
blessing: At the resurrection: Lk 14: 
12-15. v10 Love life: Lit. “He that is 
willing, or that wills to love life, and 
see good days.” 1 Pet 3:10-12 directly 
quotes Psa 34:12-16. Lips speak no 
guile: As Christ did: Isa 53:9; 1 Pet 2: 
22-23. v11 Eschew evil: Lit. turn away 
from evil. Christ the ultimate example: 
Rom 12:21; Heb 1:9; 2:14. Peace: 
Jesus gives peace to his disciples: Jn 
14:27. v12 Eyes of the Lord: Yahweh 
protects the righteous with His angels: 
Psa 34:4-7. Open to their prayers: If 
anything makes us anxious, we should 
take it to God: Mt 17:21; Phil 4:6; Jas 
5:15-16. Events of Revelation occur 
because believers pray: Rev 5:8; 6:9-
10; 8:3-5. Against them: Ps 34:16 
continues, “Yahweh will cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth.”  
 

v13 Who is he that will harm you: 
Very encouraging for believers who 
were being persecuted by Nero. God 
will save us eternally: Dan 3:25-27; 
6:20-23; Rom 8:31-39; Rev 13:10.  
 

 
 
 

3:1-7 HUSBANDS AND WIVES 
v1 Likewise ye wives: Links this section with the previous verses 
about Christ. Subjection to husbands: Gk. submit. Principle in 1 
Cor 11:3-7 “The husband is the head of the wife.” Similar principle 
in 1 Tim 2:11. In 1 Pet 3:1 it is in the context of a wife with an 
unbelieving husband. A wife is obviously not asked to submit to 
do anything against God’s Word.  Obey not the word: Gk. logos, 
the word of God. May without a word: Not “the” but “a”. She can 
preach God’s Word by not saying a word! Ironic but powerful! 
Conversation of wives: Does not mean verbally in this instance, 
but by literally a way of life as in 1 Pet 1:15; 2:12; 3:2; Jas 3:13. 

  

v2 Chaste conversation: Gk. way of life. The most powerful 
preaching is the way we live: Prov 31:10-31. v3 Not outward 
adorning: Inner beauty is more lasting and appealing: Isa 3:18-
24; Ps 45:15. Jewellery, clothing and make up will never lead a 
disbelieving husband to the truth. Same principle is in 1 Tim 2:9.  
  

v4 Hidden man of the heart: This is Christ in our hearts: Rom 
12:2; Eph 3:17. The finest and most beautiful adornment of all. 
That which is not corruptible: A Christ-like spirit is derived from 
God’s Word which is incorruptible: 1:23. Ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit: Does not come naturally, but which is put on: 
Eph 4:23; Gal 5:16. In the sight of God great price: The most 
important observer of all! God’s love for His son is extended to us 
because we have Christ’s character: Mal 3:17; Jn 15:7.  
 

v5 Adorned themselves: Women like Sarah and Rebekah had 
external beauty, but are remembered for Godly character. In 
subjection to their husbands: As appointed by God in Eden 
and confirmed by the apostles: Gen 3:16; Eph 5:22-23; 1 Tim 
2:9-15. Two reasons given in 1 Tim 2:9-15 are (1) the order of 
creation: Gen 2:22; and (2) because Eve acted upon emotional  
impulse:  Gen 3:16-17.   Adam  failed  in  Eden  by  not  providing 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

spiritual leadership for his wife. 
As such, God makes this a 
feature of the curse by 
reinforcing that the husband is to 

lead: 1 Cor 11:3. The relationship 
between Christ and the ecclesia 
is beautiful, and is the key to 
understanding these principles. 
This is extended here to wives 
who have unbelieving husbands. 
 

v6 As Sara obeyed Abraham: 
Genesis is used in support of his 
teaching, similar to 1 Tim 2:9-15. 
Same word used in Heb 11:8. 
Calling him lord: Recorded in 
Gen 18:12. Daughters ye are: 
True sons of Abraham are those 
who have Abraham’s character: 
Jn 8:39; Rom 4:16-24; Heb 2: 
16. Likewise, a true daughter of 
Sarah has her character and 
faith: Heb 11:11. As long as ye 
do well: Actions, not just words! 
 
  

 

 

v19 Spirits in prison: See this 
explained in Wrested Scriptures 
p.113-114. v20 Longsuffering: 
An attribute of God’s character: 
Ex 34:6; Isa 30:18; 2 Pet 3:15. 
Days of Noah: Noah displayed 
great faith and patience in an evil 
world. Water destroyed the evil of 
his day and so baptism saves us 
today. We live in similar days to 
Noah: Lk 17:26. v21 Baptism: 
Although such a simple act, it is 
one of obedience, a symbol of 
our faith: Mk 16:15-16. Answer of 
good conscience: A mind which 
understands the gospel: 3:16. v22 
Right hand: Jesus Christ as high 
priest: Ps 110:1-4; Acts 7:56. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

3:14-17 SUFFERING 
PERSECUTION 
v14 Suffer: Jesus also 
suffered: Mt 17:12; Lk 
17:25; Heb 2:18; 5:8. 
Paul also: Acts 9:16. 
Continual theme in 1 
Peter, see Background 

and Overview. Happy:   
Mt 5:3-11; Jas 1:2,12. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Trial purifies us and reminds us of what is really important in life: 
Rom 8:18-19; 2 Cor 4:17; 1 Pet 1:6-7. This was taught and lived 
in the life of Christ: Matt 5:12; Heb 5:7-8; 12:2. Be not afraid: Isa 
8:12-13. v15 Sanctify: Lit. to make holy: Jn 17:17-19; Eph 5:26. 
Quote also from Isa 8:13. In your hearts: Personal and real, not 
outward show. Ready always: Requires conscious preparation in 
advance: 2 Tim 2:4; Phil 1:17. v16 Good conscience: From an 

enlightened mind: Dan 1:8; 1 Tim 1:5,19. Confidence in God’s 
forgiveness and in the Truth: Acts 24:16; Phil 1:9-10, cp. a 
defiled conscience: 1 Tim 4:2; Tit 1:15. Speak evil of you: 
Christ said this would happen: Jn 7:17. Falsely accuse: Mt 5:44.  
 

v17 Suffer for well doing: See 3:14. The most perfect character 
was revealed by Christ: Psa 22:8-21; 69:4; Isa 53:7-9.  
 

3:18-22 IMITATING CHRIST 
v18 Christ also: Comfort in suffering: Heb 4:15. Suffered for sins: 
Gk. on account of sins. Forgiveness: Psa 51:1-7; 103:10-13; Rom 
6:3-4. Bring us to God: Reconciliation. Christ the Shepherd: Isa 
55:4. Put to death in the flesh: That we might also put to death 
the lusts of the flesh: Rom 6:11; 8:13; Col 3:5. Quickened by 
the Spirit: Raised to life. Baptism symbolic of this: Rom 6:4. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gk. “a representation of this” 
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