
 

v1-2 God sends Elijah to Ahab 
v1 A very unwelcome message for 
Elijah. Now his life is at risk. Elijah 
however acts immediately and 
without question, showing great 
faith and determination.  
The 3rd year - Most likely just over 2 
years from being with the widow of 
Zarephath.   
Rain - Elijah was the rain! He was 
the manifestation of Yahweh’s Word 
in the nation. Rain represents God’s 
Word: Isa 55:9-11; Deut 32:1-3; 2 

Sam 23:4; Psa 72:6. The coming of 
Christ with his Saints will be like 
the refreshing rain upon a parched 
earth. Jesus Christ is the Word 
made flesh, the very embodiment of 
God’s Word and purpose. 
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v6 At a time of crisis, Ahab could 
only trust Obadiah. What a 
testimony to the faithfulness of 
this man! Are we like this at work? 
 
v7-16 Elijah meets Obadiah 
Elijah is very intolerant of this 
wonderfully faithful servant. Elijah 
answers Obadiah roughly. He 
assumes that Obadiah’s “lord” is 
Ahab when it is really Yahweh. 
Obadiah however had associated 
himself with Elijah. Tragically 
Elijah then went to Carmel in 1 
Kgs 18 and said “I only remain” 
(v22). Elijah forgot that there were 
another 101 faithful prophets – 
Obadiah plus the 100 hidden. 
There was still much for Elijah to 
learn. But God was with him all 
the way and worked with him. 
 

v10 Imagine Ahab going to all the 
nations and kingdoms, asking for 
Elijah. But of all places he is found 
in Jezebels’ home town!    
 
v12 Obadiah was faithful to his 
God, following in his footsteps of 
Christ in a time of great suffering 
and trial: 1 Pet 2:19-25. He is a 
faithful servant in his workplace: 
Eph 6:5-8. 
 
v15 A significant change as Elijah 
now uses the militant title of God: 
Yahweh of Armies (previously 
Yahweh Elohim in 1 Kings 17:1, 
14,20,21). Now he is about to 
reveal himself to Ahab 
 
  
 
 
 
 

v3-6 The Faithfulness of Obadiah 
v3 Obadiah is in a similar situation to Joseph here. It is a difficult one, 
but he keeps his faith in God and uses his position to advance God’s 
purpose. We are often faced with challenging and uncomfortable 
circumstances in life. Are we as faithful as Obadiah? Are we prepared to 
take risks for the sake of Christ?  Obadiah risked his life! 
 

v4 This is the first recorded instance of persecution of the saints by a 
government authority. Jezebel’s reign typified the Roman Catholic 
apostasy which persecuted the saints down through the ages.   
 

This persecution is said to be for a symbolic period of 3 ½ years: Rev 
13:5-10. God’s saints are described as “the holy city” who are trodden 
under foot for 42 months: Rev 11:2. When Rome falls after Christ’s 
return, it is said that “in her was found the blood of prophets, and of 
saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth”: Rev 18:24. 
 

Similarities between Elijah and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
They were both sent by God to Israel. Jesus came at a time of great 
Spiritual drought: Isa 53:1-2. Elijah preached the gospel to the poor, as 
Jesus did: Isa 61:1-2. When the Scribes and Pharisees were parched 
and dry from the Word of God, the Lord was helping the poor and the 
widows. They are both coming back to finish that work.   
 

Who did Elijah meet first on his return? Obadiah! Obadiah’s name 
means “the servant of Yahweh”. Christ is coming to God’s servants 
first when he returns: 1 Pet 4:17. The saints will be a cloud of witnesses 
in the political heavens, to bring refreshing rains upon the mown grass 
after the thunders and lightning of Armageddon: Psa 72:6; Isa 17:12-14; 
Heb 12:1; Rev 1:7; 11:18-19; 16:18-21. 
  

Think what Elijah could have 
done to comfort Obadiah: 
In a time of great trial, Elijah could 
have been a source of strength 
and encouragement for God’s 
Servant. When times are difficult 
we need to be there for our 
brothers and sisters. 
 

Isa 42:1-4 “a bruised reed shall 
he not break” - Jesus came to 
comfort and repair the weak, not 
break them. 
 

Isa 50:4-6 Jesus Christ listened 
morning by morning to his Father 
to prepare him to speak a word 
in season to those that are 
weary. That’s what Obadiah des- 
perately needed from Elijah. 
 

Heb 10:23-25 Encourage one 
another more and more as we see 
Christ’s return approaching. 
 

2 Tim 1:15-18 Onesiphorus gave 
strength and encouragement to 
Paul when all others had left him. 
 

Phil 2:22 Paul was like a father to 
Timothy to encourage him. Elijah 
needed to become a father for 
Israel in a time of great trial. 
 

John 10:2-4 Jesus knows all his 
sheep by name. He takes a 
personal interest in all his sheep. 
Elijah had not yet learnt this 
lesson. But God would teach him. 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Heb 11:38: Dens and caves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
v3-6 The Faithfulness of 
Obadiah 
 

 

Colour code: Blue (God and Jesus Christ); Red (sin/devil/judgment of wicked); Green (Kingdom); Orange 
(important words and phrases); Purple (return of Jews to the land); Yellow (practical exhortation). Prepared for 
Study Week 2008. For a PDF file, go to www.studyweek.net or email acdangerfield@webshield.net.au . Much 

assistance for this summary has been gained from notes and talks by Bro John Martin. 

 

http://www.studyweek.net/
mailto:acdangerfield@webshield.net.au

