
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Most High rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever He will and sets over it the lowest of men… 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” Dan 4:17; Rom 12:2 NKJV 

 

Daniel was in a foreign land and could not keep the law. It was the 
principle behind the law that was important, this being separateness.   
v9 Favour: A good relationship between Daniel and his master: Prov 
3:4; 16:7 He is not normally confrontational. But this may have been a 
personal insult to the king. Tender love: Heb. compassion. Lk 2:52: 
“Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and 
man.” There are many similarities here between Daniel and Joseph: 
Gen 39:2-4. See also notes on Dan 6.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

FAITHFUL YOUNG PEOPLE IN A STRANGE LAND 
Daniel and his friends were young people in a time of crisis and 
suffering. They were men of consistent prayer. The principles lived 
in their lives are also those taught in Daniel’s prophecies. The 
captivity to Babylon was foreseen many years before: 2 Kings 20:17-
18; 23:29-35; Jer 25:8-13; Isa 39:6-7: “thy sons shall they take away; 
and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon”. 
Daniel remained a citizen of Zion despite living in an ungodly culture. 
He knew from Scripture that the captivity would be 70 years: Dan 9:2. 
 

DANIEL 1:1-2 CAPTIVITY IN BABYLON 
v1 Third year of Jehoiakim: Babylon overthrew Jerusalem in the 4th 
year of Jehoiakim: Jer 25:1. Neb went in the 3rd Year and arrived in 
the 4th year. He was delayed by the battle of Carchemish where he 
defeated Pharoah Necho of Egypt in BC605: Jer 46:2. Neb besieged 
Jerusalem after Carchemish. Nebuchadnezzar: Name means “Nebo 
protects against misfortune”. Nebo was one of Babylon’s gods: Isa. 
46:1-2. Babylon’s king and religion were intimately connected. Neb is 
a man of extremes. On one hand he burns people alive if he 
disagrees with them, but alternatively gives people great wealth and 
rewards if they please him: Dan 2:5,48. He was king for 43 years.   
 

v2 The Lord gave: Key principle in Daniel: 1:2; 2:37; 4:17,32; 5:18; 
8:13,22,24. Neb is described as God’s servant: Jer 25:9-11. He was 
a tool in God’s hands: 2 Cor 4:15; Isa 10:12-15. Jesus said to Pilate: 
“Thou couldst have no power at all against me, except it were given 
thee from above” Jn 19:11 cp. Dan 8:24 “not by his own power.” So 
too today: Rev 17:17. We must not take events into our own hands.  
God is the one in control. Vessels: A fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy 
to Hezekiah: 2 Kgs 20:14-18. Vessels represent people: Psa 2:9; 
Prov 25:4; Isa 30:14; Jer 19:11; 27:19-22; Ezra 1:7; Hos 8:8; Acts 
9:15; 1 Pet 3:7; 2 Tim 2:21. In Dan 5:2 the vessels reappear at 
Belshazzar’s feast, 70 years later. Shinar: Heb. the enemy’s tooth. 
The golden image of Dan 3 was built in the plain of Dura. The only 
other place in the Bible you find a plain in the land of Shinar is in Gen 
11:2, the tower of Babel. Zech 5:11 tells of a future apostasy taken 
out of Shinar into a future captivity. This was fulfilled in the Roman 
Catholic Church: Rev 17-18. The final deliverance of Jewry is proph-
esied in Isa 52:11-12 as vessels coming out of Babylon cp. Rev 18:4. 
 

DANIEL 1:3-7 CHALLENGE: JEWS SELECTED FOR EDUCATION 
v3 Eunuchs: Scripture ignores Babylon’s conquests and goes 
straight to the eunuchs. Eunuchs were mutilated and therefore 
unable to have a family. Scripture places great emphasis on family 
life. Daniel could have been very bitter against Babylon. In Deut 33:1 
Eunuchs were excluded from the congregation of God.  Daniel would 
have taken great comfort in Isa 56:3-6 “I will give them an everlasting 
name, that shall never be cut off.” Daniel was in Babylon’s house. He 
will one day be placed in God’s house for his faithfulness: Mt 19:12. 
King’s seed: Having sons of the captives in his court was a sign of 
Babylon’s apparent victory over Judah’s God.  Many of the captives 
would have been of royal blood.  v4 Children: A Heb. word used of 
very young children. Of Isaac when weaned: Gen 21:8. Used of 
Moses in the bulrushes: Ex 2:8. Only used of children up to mid to 
late teens. It is most likely Daniel was 16-18 years old. The word is 
translated young men in 1 Kgs 12:8 and boys in Zech 8:5. Well 
favoured: Used of Rachel in Gen 29:17 and Joseph in Gen 39:6. 
The world places great emphasis on the outward appearance. 
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Skillful in all wisdom: Practical skill. These are the most brilliant of 
young men. Young people with amazing natural abilities can find this a 
real trial. Daniel’s trust in God remained firm. Daniel was noted for 
wisdom in Ezek 28:3. Key Scriptures: Jer 9:24; 1 Cor 1:18-31; 3:18-
23. Understanding science: Intelligence. These abilities are what the 
world looks for today. Daniel and his 3 friends complied with a rigorous 
screening process. Their abilities came from God: 1:17. Learning of 
the Chaldeans: Neb’s aim was to change them into Babylonians.  
 

v5 Provision: Heb. word - symbol of something greater. Deut 8:3; Lk 
4:4 “man does not live by bread alone but by every word...” We need 
our daily provision of God’s word. This is the Manna in the wilderness: 
Ex 16:15-18; Acts 17:11. Neb wanted to replace this with the luxuries 
of Babylon. King’s meat: Best food in the world, the best wine in the 
world.  Food offered to an idol. Nourishing: RSV: educated. In Lev 21 
the priests had to be physically perfect. They ate God’s food to be the 
image of God: Lev 21:22. On the High Priest’s forehead was the name 
imprinted Holiness to Yahweh: Ex 28:36, cp. Rev 14:1; Num 6:27. 
Neb was trying to reverse this. Similar to what Neb did with the golden 
image in 3:1. Neb was trying to make these young men the very image 
of himself. Stand before the king: An amazing privilege: 1:19; 2:2,25. 
Great temptation to embrace Babylon’s culture and prestige. 
 

v6 Belteshazzar: The prince who Baal protects cp. Judgement of God 
(Daniel) Shadrach: Rejoicing in the way of Akub (moon god) cp. He 
who Yahweh gave (Hananiah). Meshach: He who is like Akub cp. He 
who is like God (Mishael). Abednego: Servant of Nebo (Mercury) cp. 
He who Yahweh helps (Azariah). The name change honored Babylon’s 
gods and made them Babylonian: 4:8. Daniel is called Belteshazzar 
only in the context of having his name changed (8 times: Dan 1:7; 
2:26; 4:8-9,18,19; 5:12; 10:1). In contrast, Daniel’s Hebrew name is 
used over 70 times. Daniel is referred to elsewhere in Scripture in 
Ezek 14:14,20; 28:3; Mt 24:15; Mk 13:14). In Num 6:23-27 Yahweh’s 
Name is impressed upon believers. In summary: Rom 12:2 “Don’t let 
the world pressure you into its mould.” (JBPhillips translation) 
 

 

Melzar: Heb. steward of wine, poss-
ibly a title. Why Melzar? Ashpenaz 
may have refused him, therefore he 
had to find another way. 
 

v12 Ten days: A test of faith, alluded 
to in Rev 2:10. Pulse: Vegetables. 
End of ten days: A win-win situation. 
God was honoured and the prince of 
the Eunuchs had better men. 
 

DAN 1:16-21  FAITH VINDICATED: 
THE  KING  ACKNOWLEDGES 
DANIEL’S  GREATER  WISDOM 
v17 Skill: Exercise of intelligence. 
Standing up for God’s principles did 
not stand in the way of them doing 
their job well and being diligent. v18 
End of the days: At our end of days 
we will be brought before the king of 
the world, Jesus Christ: Rom 14:10; 2 
Cor 5:10. v20 Ten times better: An 
idiom meaning many times better, a 
complete number: eg. Zech 8:23. v21 
Daniel: He continues to be called by 
his Hebrew name! He hasn’t changed.  
 

Continued unto Cyrus: When he 
was 90 years old! Daniel was the 
same at the end of this life as at the 
beginning. He was consistent and a 
man of principle! In Dan 2 Daniel is 
elevated to rulership with his friends. 
So too will Christ and his friends be 
elevated over Babylon at his coming: 
Dan 7:27; Rev 5:9-10; 11:15.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DAN 1:8-16   THE CONTEST: THEY 
REFUSE THE KING’S MEAT  /  WINE 
v8 Purposed: He had a conscience, a 
religious conviction. Daniel was a Bible 
student: 9:2. They were separate: 4:8. 
Reasons they may not have eaten the 
king’s meat: 1. Unclean beasts were 
forbidden by Jewish law; 2. Babylon-
ians ate beasts which were not prop-
erly killed according to Mosaic law; 3. 
Animals were first offered to gods Bel 
and Merodach. In Acts 15:29; 1 Cor 
8:9-13; 10:28 Paul knew to eat meats 
offered to idols is nothing. But there is 
frequently a higher principle. We might 
think something is our right but what 
example are we setting for others? Our 
liberty must not be a stumbling block to 
others: 1 Thess 5:22 “Abstain from all 
appearance of evil.” Ex 19:6; Lev 11: 
44-45 “ye shall be holy; for I am holy.”   
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