
 

 
 

 

   

 
    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

MATT 5:43-48 THE NEW LAW - LOVE  
v42 Give: A spirit of generosity: Deut 15:7-11; Prov 3:27-28; 
21:26; Lk 10:30-35; Acts 20:34-35. v43 Hate thine enemy: 
Nowhere in Scripture does it say this. v44 Love your enemies:  
Jesus Christ is the ultimate example: Lk 23:34; Acts 2:23. v45 
Children of our Father: The reason for taking heed to Christ’s 
words, that we may be like God. See notes on Mt 5:9; 6:1,8. 
 

Colour code: Blue (God and Jesus Christ); Red (sin/devil/judgment of wicked); Green (Kingdom); 

Orange (important words & phrases); Purple (return of Jews to the land); Yellow (practical 

exhortation). Prepared for 2015 New Zealand Youth Conference. Acknowledgments: NZYC15 

notes, Matt 5-7 notes by Jim Luke, talks by Carl Parry and Jona Lawson. For a pdf file email 

acdangerfield@webshield.net.au. Note: Not all text is included due to space restrictions. 

 
 

 

 v19-20 Scribes and Pharisees used laws to avoid responsibilities. 
Classic legalism is that you invent a law, you then can’t keep the 
law, so you invent a bypass to get around that law. In contrast, the 
life in Christ is satisfying and fulfilling: Psa 119:97-105; Gal 2:20.   
 

MATT 5:21-26 THE NEW LAW - ANGER AND DISCORD  
v21 Thou shalt not kill: Based on Ex 20:13; 21:12. Judgment:  
Based on Num 35:9-30. v22 Angry with his brother: The words 
“without a cause” are not in the original. Christ gets to the heart of 
the problem. There are various steps that lead to murder: anger, 
contempt and hatred. This is a very stern warning taken from the 
life of Cain and Abel: Gen 4:8. Abel is not even mentioned by 
name in 1 Jn 2:9; 3:12-15 but is simply called “his brother”. 
Because that is the issue, loving our brother as Jesus did: Mt 5:44; 
Lk 23:34; Jn 13:35. In the last days “the love of many will wax 
cold”: Mt 24:12. Brethren will be unforgiving and smite one 
another: Mt 24:49-50 cp. Mt 18:28-33.   
 

In Mt 5:22 Jesus presents an increasing seriousness of judgment. 
Judgment: A district court where local disputes were settled. 
Raca: ie. “empty head”. Council: The great Sanhedrin at 
Jerusalem. Fool: ie.“blockhead”, an attack against one’s character. 
Hell fire: Gk. “Gehenna”, valley of Hinnom. The place where some 
Jews burnt their children in sacrifice to pagan gods: Jer 7:31. It is 
the place where Asa, Hezekiah and Josiah burnt down the remains 
of pagan altars and idols: 1 Kgs 15:13; 2 Chr 29:16 30:14; 2 Kgs 
23:4,5,10-14. Jehoiakim’s fate was here: Jer 22:18-19.  
 

  

  
 

In Christ’s day, Gehenna was a continually burning fire outside 
Jerusalem where rubbish burned, as were the bodies of 
condemned murderers. This is the final destiny for murderers. 
Christ emphasises the mind which ultimately leads to murder. 
Courts can only deal with the problem after the event. We must 
change our thinking at first, otherwise it may lead to something 
worse. God’s future judgments will be a lake of fire: Rev 19:20. 
 

v23 Bring thy gift to the altar: A sacrifice or offering: Heb 5:1. 
Voluntary offerings to God, rather than to atone for sin.  v24 First 
be reconciled to thy brother: Our Heavenly Father leads by 
example: 2 Cor 5:18-21. If we cannot reconcile with our brother, 
we are not living the atonement: Rom 5:8-12; 12:1-5. When 
Christ returns we will be judged on our attitude towards others: 
Mt 18:15-17; Rom 16:17-19; 1 Cor 1:10-13; 3:3-6. If we hate 
our brother we do not love God, and we even may be considered 
by God as a murderer: 1 Jn 3:11-16; 4:12,20.   
 

v25 Agree with thine adversary quickly: ESV “Come to terms 
quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court.” 
A similar idea is in Lk 12:58-59 and Prov 25:8-10. We should 
admit wrongdoing and seek forgiveness now: Isa 55:6-7. Our 
attitude before God should be reflected in the way we interact 
with others: Jas 2:8-13; Mt 18:21-35. v26 Paid the uttermost 
farthing: RSV “the last penny”. The 10,000 talents is an 
impossible debt to pay: Mt 18:24. We are all debtors or sinners: 
Rom 3:23. The prison in this parable is symbolic of death, the 
result of unrepentant sin. We may feel justified in our position in a 
dispute, and may take a stand on the facts of the case. God 
however will judge our heart: 1 Sam 16:7. Job learnt this through 
the process of trial: Job 31:35; 32:1-2; 38:1-4; 42:1-6. 
 

MATT 5:27-32 THE NEW LAW - ADULTERY AND DIVORCE  
v27 Not commit adultery: He now turns to the marriage rel-
ationship, typical of our marriage with Christ. This is very serious: 
Ex 20:14; Deut 5:18; 22:22; Lev 20:10; 1 Cor 6:9-10; Heb 13:4.  
 

v28 Adultery in his heart: Jesus called them “an adulterous 
generation”: Mt 12:39; Mk 8:38. cp. Jas 4:4; 2 Pet 2:12-14. How 
much more today’s world? Consider Job’s example: Job 31:1,7. 
 

v29-30 Pluck it out / cut it off: Radical and considered action 
must be taken in advance, to overcome evil desires in the first 
instance: Rom 13:14; Gal 5:24-25; Phil 4:8; Jas 1:14-15. 
Joseph is an excellent example: Gen 39:7-12. Filling our lives 
with positive activity is very important: Gal 5:16. 
 

 
 

MATT 5:17-20 JESUS CHRIST IS 
THE FULFILLMENT OF THE LAW 
v17 Not to destroy, but to fulfil: 
Christ fulfilled (made complete) 
the law and the prophets in 2 
ways: Firstly he was the reality to 
what was only type and shadow: 
Col 2:17; Heb 10:1. He is our 
great high priest, the Passover 
lamb, the firstfruits of those who 
rise from the dead. All the law and 
prophets spoke of him: Lk 24:19-
27,44-48. Secondly he fulfilled the 
true spirit of the law and prophets: 
Mt 22:35-40. He lived this by a 
humble submission to God and 
love for his brethren: Mt 3: 13-15; 
7:12; 22:36-40; Gal 5:13-14; 
Rom 8:4; 13:8-10.  
 

v18 Heaven and Earth pass: The 
Jewish heavens and earth ended 
in AD70: Mt 24:29, cp. Isa 1:2,10. 
Jot or tittle: A comma and pen 
stroke. Fulfilled: “bring it to pass”. 
Different word to 5:17. The law’s 
purpose was to bring them to 
Jesus Christ: Gal 3:21-26. Also to 
expose sin: Rom 3:19-21; 7:7-13.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

MATT 5:38-42 THE NEW LAW - 
NON RETALIATION  
v38 Eye for an eye: Direct ref-
erence to the law: Ex 21:22-25; 
Lev 24:17-21; Deut 19:21. The 
Jews misinterpreted the law to 
justify revenge and retribution 
but this was not its purpose. 
 

v39 Resist not evil: Jesus led 
by example under extreme trial: 
Isa 50:6; 53:7-9; Mt 26:53,67.  
 

v40 If any sue thee at the law: 
Human nature seeks to guard 
personal possessions. We must 
be content: 1 Tim 6:6-8.  
 

v41 Compel: The only other 
time this word is used in the NT 
is when Simon the Cyrenian 
was compelled to carry Jesus’s 
Cross: Mt 27:32; Mk 15:21. 
True believers are respectful to 
authorities: 1 Pet 2:13-20; Rom 
13:1-8; Tit 3:1. Only forbidden if 
contravenes God’s principles: 
Mt 22:21; Acts 4:19; 5:29. 

 
 

“That ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 

good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust”  
Matthew 5:45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

v31-32 Divorce: The background is in Deut 24:1-4. The Scribes 
and Pharisees tested Jesus in Mt 19:3-9. They focused on what 
they thought they could get away with rather than the spirit of the 
law. Jesus however turns it around and expounds how God 
meant it to be from the beginning: Gen 2:24; Mal 2:15-16. 
 

MATT 5:33-37 THE NEW LAW - OATHS   
v33-36 Oaths:  He now considers oaths in general. There were 
3 types of oaths under the Law of Moses: adjuration Lev 5:1; 
compulsion Num 5:19-21; and trusteeship Ex 22:10-11. The 
swearing falsely by God’s Name was prohibited: Lev 19:11-12; 
Num 30:2. Swearing by the lesser things mentioned in these 
verses was contrary to the law: Deut 6:13;10:20. v37 Yea, Nay: 
We must always tell the truth. Believers do not swear on the 
Bible if in Court, but simply give an affirmation they will tell the 
whole truth: Jas 5:12-13. This is because truth is an everyday 
way of life for believers: Eccl 5:1-7; Phil 4:8; 1 Pet 2:12.  
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