
 

 

 

 

   

 
    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Inwardly however, he is full of beautiful character: Heb 1:3. Jesus 
Christ has Yahweh as his Father: Isa 11:1; 59:16; Lk 1:35. 
 

v25 Rain, floods, winds: These represent the storms of life that 
inevitably come: Psa 18:11-14. They also represent judgment 
that will fall upon this world: Isa 28:1-4; 30:30; Rev 11:15-19. 
Founded upon a Rock: Job is an example of withstanding great 
trials: Job 1:13-21. God’s judgments will come upon the proud, 
but those whose life has God’s Word as their foundation will not 
be ashamed: Mt 10:22; 1 Cor 3:9-22; Eph 2:19-22; Col 2:6-10. A 
similar parable is that of the sower’s seed well established in 
good soil: Mk 4:3-20. v26-27 House upon the sand: Easier in 
the short term, because little effort is required. We reap what we 
sow: Gal 6:7-18. v28-29 One having authority: Because he is 
God’s Son, the heir:  Mk 11:28-33;12:7-11; Lk 4:36; Heb 1:2-4.   
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
   

  

 

 

 
  

 
INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 
In his discourse Jesus presents two ways of life. One leads to 
eternal life. The other leads to eternal death. There are two 
choices to be made: Jer 21:8. In this section he explains that 
there are 2 ways (7:13-14), the two trees (7:15-20), and the two 
foundations (7:24-27). We cannot serve God and the world. 
 

MATT 7:13-14 THE TWO WAYS 
v13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: Luke 13:24 says “strive to 
enter in at the strait gate”. Weymouth: “strain every nerve to force 
your way in”. This is the picture of an athlete pressing forward to 
gain the prize: Phil 2:16; 3:13-14. Wide is the gate, and broad is 
the way: ESV “the gate is wide and the way is easy”. The broad 
ways is that which most of the world takes. This is the way of Cain 
who worshipped God in his own way: Gen 4:3-7; Jude 11. This is 
the way of darkness: Prov 2:10-19. 
 

v14 Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way: Similar analogy to 
the camel squeezing through the eye of a needle: Mk 10:23-15. It 
is through much tribulation that we enter the kingdom of God: 
Acts 14:22. Few there be that find it: We have to seek and 
knock: Mt 7:7-8, language of opening a gate. God gives life to 
those who ask and seek for it: Psa 21:4. 
 

Since the events of Gen 3:22-24 the way that leads to life has 
been barred because of sin. To have fellowship with God, to 
partake of life, we must follow that way back to the tree of life. 
Israel were to teach their children while in the way and to write 
them in their gates: Deut 11:18-22,26-29. The inheritance of the 
promises to Abraham (a seed, a land, eternal life) requires us to 
choose the way of Yahweh: Deut 30:15-20. In Proverbs 1-9 we 
are presented with two ways: Contrasted in those chapters is the 
way of the wise and the way of the fool.  
 

MATT 7:15-20 THE TWO TREES AND THEIR FRUITS 
v15 False prophets in sheep's clothing: These are those who 
tell people what they want to hear: 1 Kgs 22:6-8; Jer 22:1-4; Isa 
30:9-11. True prophets however help believers to walk in the right 
way: Isa 30:21. There have always been false prophets amongst 
God’s people: 2 Pet 2:1-3; 1 Jn 4:1; 2 Tim 4:1-3.  
 

Inwardly they are ravening wolves: Leaders who lead the flock 
astray: Ezek 22:27-28; Zeph 3:1-4; Acts 20:28-35. This word for 
“ravening” is translated “extortion” in relation to the Pharisees in 
Mt 23:25. Paul warned the ecclesia at Ephesus for 3 years “night 
and day with tears” knowing that wolves would not spare the flock: 
Acts 20:31. False teachers arose, preaching “another Jesus” and 
“another gospel”: 2 Cor 11:2-4. They denied the resurrection, 
replacing it with an immortal soul: 1 Cor 15:12; 2 Tim 2:18. They 
“made merchandise” out of religion: 2 Pet 2:1-3. Their leaders 
were skilled in deception: They “went out” from the ecclesia: 1 Jn 
2:18-19. They denied Christ’s humanity, eventually resulting in the 
Trinity: 1 Jn 4:1-4. Jezebel in Thyatira was one example of these 
wolves in first century ecclesias. This influence developed into the 
Roman Catholic Church: Rev 2:18-22; 9:20-21; 13:11-14; 16:9, 
11; 17:1-6. Paul expressly warned that this system would deceive 
many and be controlled by one man: 2 Thess 2:1-13.  

 
 
 

Israel was given 3½ years to bear fruit, Christ’s ministry: Lk 13:6-
9, cp. Lev 19:23-24. At the end it was cursed: Mt 21:18-22.   
 

MATT 7:21-23 DECEIVED SELF SEEKERS 
v21 Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord: Many 
churches teach that we just need to accept Jesus as our saviour 
to be saved. This is not Scriptural. Salvation is conditional on 
believing the gospel of the kingdom, repentance, baptism and 
humbly accepting the teachings of Christ. We may be part of a 
strong family or ecclesia, but ultimately this will not save us: Lk 
6:46; 1 Jn 1:6-10. Our response must be a personal one: Rom 
6:1-14. If we walk in darkness, we deceive ourselves: Jn 3:19-21; 
8:12; 11:10; 12:35,46. But he that doeth the will of my Father: 
Obedience is fundamental for salvation. Faith must have a 
practical outworking otherwise it is dead: Jas 1:22; 2:20. This is a 
significant theme in James, a book which draws much from 
Christ’s discourse (see NZYC2015 notes p.166-167).  
 

Colour code: Blue (God and Jesus Christ); Red (sin/devil/judgment of wicked); Green (Kingdom); 

Orange (important words & phrases); Purple (return of Jews to the land); Yellow (practical 

exhortation). Prepared for 2015 New Zealand Youth Conference. Acknowledgments: NZYC15 

notes, Matt 5-7 notes by Jim Luke, talks by Carl Parry and Jona Lawson. For a pdf file email 

acdangerfield@webshield.net.au.   

 
 

 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus”  
 

 

 

MATT 7:24-27 TWO BUILDERS 
v24 House upon a rock: Jesus 
concludes with a parable.  This is 
a house built on the foundation 
laid by Christ and the apostles: 
Eph 2:20; Col 2:6-7. God is 
often described as a Rock: Deut 
32:3-4,18; Psa 18:2,31,46; 94: 
22; Dan 2:34. God’s son was cut 
out of the Rock “without hands” 
Dan 2:34, cp. Mk 14:57-58; 2 
Cor 5:1; Col 2:11; Heb 9:11,24. 
Also Isa 41:28; 63:5; Rev 22:16. 
The OT Hebrew word for stone 
means to build and is often used 
of building families: Dan 2:34. 
Christ is the head of a family, 
built upon the Rock. He is the 
chief cornerstone: Psa 118:22; 
Mt 21:42; Acts 4:11; Eph 2:20; 
1 Pet 2:7. Men polish stones. 
Like a stone, Jesus was not noted 

for outward beauty: Isa 53:2. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

v16 Known by their fruits: 
Behaviour: Gal 5:22-23; Titus 

3:4. Works of the flesh result 
from a corrupt mind. Inward 
thoughts and motivation are 
revealed in actions. Key Scrip-
tures: Jas 2:18; 3:12,17-18. 
 

v17 Every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit: Lk 6:43-45: 
“out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh.” See 
also Lk 11:37-41. Healthy trees 
are planted by rivers of water, 
God’s Word: Psa 1:1-3. Jesus 
Christ is the vine and we are the 
branches: Jn 15:1-5. Good fruit 
grows as a result of deep soil, 
strong roots, and constant 
tending of the plant: Isa 11:1-5; 
Mk 4:1-9; Rev 22:16.  
 

v18 A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit: This principle is 
in Gen 1:11-12 “fruit after his 
kind.” Fruit brings forth the 
likeness of its tree. Jesus 
applied this principle to himself 
in Mt 12:22-37. Wisdom is seen 
in behaviour: Jas 3:8-18. We are 
what we think: Prov 18:21; 23:7.  
 

v19-20 Cast into the fire: This 
happened to the nation of Israel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

v22 In thy Name: Mt 25:31-46 expands on this and emphasises 
the importance of how we treat others: Mt 6:12,14-15; 7:12. Many 
wonderful works: If our actions are not motivated by love then we 
are only a loud noise: Mt 6:2; 1 Cor 13:1-3. We need to be 
satisfied in the small things of life: Mt 10:40-42; 18:5,20. We are 
saved by grace through faith, not works: Eph 2:8-10.  
v23 I never knew you: His words to the foolish virgins: Mt 25:12.   
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