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SHALOWM WY FRIENTDS,

Waking early this morning in our Jerusalem apartment, we %“*
auickly evjoved a scrumptious breakfast of pomegravate juice,
mangos, the creamiest yogur+ I have ever eaten and gravola. |
&rabbmg our camel packs full of water, some swacks and suv l/mprs
we were i the rental car v short order. ,

Exiting the city, we head north ou to higlhway ¢O. WI‘H/IIVI
10 minutes we are passing the city of Bethel. People forget how ? * are +V|c lbﬁ Israe
Did you know that Tsrael is about the size of the state of New Jcrse\(?

Canada or the USA! We continue weaving throngh the WMountains of Israel..wait look out your window
— that's amazing.... You can see the stepped terracing that dates back +o the time period of King
Solomon. This terracing has beewn proven to come from that time in Israel’s history by many
archeologists — the Israelites wonld carve ont steps on the hills, surronnd them with rock fencing and
thew back fill them with rich topsoil. This farming method is still in use today — actually locals can revt
community garden plots v the Davidic era and Solowmonic era terracing +oday! Most of these have
Vineyards vow growing abundantly on them.

45 minutes after we left Jerusalem the tires of our car crunch into the gravel parkivg lot of
Tel Shiloh (“She-Low”). Trees covered with ALMOND BLOSSOWMS greet us. This archeological site is
Just outside the large moderw town of Shiloh — where they have built the sywagogue to look like +he
Tabernacle of old! There are schools, grocery stores and we notice that new houses are being built -
Just as God +old Teekiel in Bze 26:8-15 “... I will multiply men upov you (monntains of Israel), all the
house of Israel, even all of it; and the cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded...” big
billboards awnounce wew high rise condo buildings that are goivg in this year.

Climbing ont of the car, the heat hits us so we @mb our camel packs full of water and slap our
sun hats on as we walk towards the gate proclaiming “Welcome +o Shiloh: wishing yea season of
siguificant archaeological finds and discoveries that could help rewrite history” Rid youn knew that Uncle
Leen Ritmeyer and Aunt Kathleen Ritmeyer from Wales are helping +o dig in Shiloh and draw
reconstruction drawings of the Biblical town? 4 reconstruction drawing is when they take e finds of
the archaeologists and nse thewm to make an accurate drawing of how that sito Iool;od W history. This
is really helpful for us +o understand what towns aud buildings looked like iy, Bikle Fimes. KZ signin and
walk throngh a lovely shaded +reed area, suddenly finding ourselves walking, \\
through the gateway where Eli died, falling off his stool. On both sides . = - \‘
of the lave we see the ontlives of building after building, homes from +he W \\7
town during the time of Samuell Almost the whole village has been o . 7/ ez\\

pthed from the dust to show the truth of the Bible — followwg our 7 ~
selo lcﬁ‘)wo make our way past a WINEPRESS (above) and \
vmk\/c\/\ (ritual bath)from the
. time of Jesus, showing that

N :,,} .&"5‘ Shilohr was used thew as well,
Y \\ - )

[




At the top of the hill +there is a simall museum where we see the huge storage jars from the
time of the Judges — they look almost like jigsaw puezles with +heir mawny pieces paivstakingly put
back together. Each area of the circular room holds artifacts from different time periods. Canaanite
era, the Judges, the time of Jesus, and the Byeawntive ages are all represented. To touch +he jar
fragments that were from the time of Hawah and Samuel is very moving — was it from a jar that
they would have nsed when they were here? Upstairs we watch a short wmovie that goes through
the Biblical time period of the city and once again emerge back into the heat to vow make our way
down to place of the Tabernacle.

How do we know that this is the place that the Tabervacl n ask? Well, look arouvd —
everythivg is hills, rolling hills going up and doww — except this one area that is the perfect size
and shape for the Tabernacle. When God created this area of thefland He must have had +his i mind
for Shiloh. We stand at where the gate of the Tabernacle wounld have beew and everyone is quietly
thivking — immersed in thoughts of what i+ would have been like for Hawa ere to pray. For
Elkanah and Hauwah o bring Samuel, and for Samuel +ﬁrow up and serve her '

taking of the ark and the destruction of Shiloh b listines. There is a large wine/olive oil press
right beside whereghe Tabervacle would have beelt— where they would have pressed the oil that
Samuel used e for the lampstand. The buildings just up the hill from here all had smashed
storage yars times of the Judges that are 3-4 feet tall when put back together! Here is
where the graifwounld have ben stored. They have set up a tent with pottery that they have found
here for us 8 all look at+. Rubbivg vour fingers over the triple raised ridges on one — you wonder what
it came from, a bowl that someone ate dinmer out of or maybe one of the storage jars? One of
adults finds a bit sticking of pottery out of the pathway and uearths a section of a jar
ches lona. Everywhere we ao in the land the dust cries out that the Bible is truel

Tsu't it amazing that God's people have returned +o this land v preparation for Jesus to
return and set up the Kingdom! Before we leave. we lsskdown at the same highway we drove ow, route
@0. Do vou kvow Haat itis the-exact same road that Abraham walked down to come nto the land,
that all Hhosefaithful weanld walk np and down to visit the Tabervacle and then the Temple in
Jerusalem for the feasts? Jesus and his followers walked here. They call i+ “the Route of the
Patriarchs” or the-“Route of the Forefathers” Oue day soon Abrahnam, Isaac and Jacob will be
resurrectedand able to walk again throngh the Mountains of Tsrael on this road that their
descendants nave named afterthem. By God's grace jon will e able to walk through i+ as well —
what do you want +o ask them? Maybe ask Hawah “what was'it like to pray at the Tabervacle in
Shiloh?” And Samuel “how did it feel +o grow up in and around the Tabernacle in Shiloh?” Wouldw't it be |
neat+to talk +o them and learn from them?

Before we leave Shiloh, we stand once more ov the edge of the hill where the Tabervacle stood
and look doww acroess the valleyfilled with fields, the hills with viveyards and cedar trees. With your
eves trace the road, route GO, vorth towards the vext village of the Israelites called €li (“Ellie”) -
named after the priest +|/m+ lowg agp served where ou stand
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