Junior Stage 3

Jehoram is Influenced by Athaliah

After good King Jehoshaphat died, Jehoram his son became the next king
of Judah. Jehoram was 32 years old when he become king and he ruled over
Judah for 8 years. Remember that Jehoshaphat made the mistake of marrying
his son, Jehoram, to Ahab and Jezebel's daughter Athaliah. As soon as
Jehoram became king, Athaliah influenced : -
him to kill all six of his brothers and some of
the other leaders. Jehoram disobeyed God
because he was married to Ahab’s daughter.
He lived like King Ahab and the other bad
kings of lIsrael. Jehoram built places to
worship false gods, and he led the people of
Judah away from Yahweh.

We must learn from Jehoram how important it is to find a husband or
wife, or good friends in the Truth who love God. If our best friends don’t
want to serve God, they may influence us to do bad things like Athaliah did
to Jehoram. When our best friends love God, they will help us and
encourage us to do the right things everyday. Let's pray to God and ask
Him to help us find good friends who love God and want to keep His
commandments.

Elijah the prophet sent a letter to Jehoram because of all the bad things he
did. Elijah reminded Jehoram that he was not living like Jehoshaphat (his dad)
and Asa (his grandpa). Because of all the evil things Jehoram was doing, Elijah
told him that God was about to punish Jehoram and the people of Judah.

So God caused the Philistines and the Arabs to attack Judah. They took
away most of Jehoram’s wealth, his sons and wives. Only Jehoram’s youngest
son, Ahaziah, was left. Then God gave Jehoram a disease in his intestines that
could not be cured. After two years his intestines fell out and he died in terrible
pain. No one was even sad when Jehoram died because he was such an evil
king.

Ahaziah is Influenced by Athaliah
Since Ahaziah was the only son of Jehoram left alive, he became the next
king. Ahaziah was 22 years old when he became king and he only reigned one
year. He disobeyed God because he was influenced by Athaliah (his mom), the
daughter of Ahab. Athaliah’s bad advice even caused Ahaziah's own death!
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returned to Jezreel to recover. Ahaziah
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he was there God sent Jehu the son of
Nimshi to wipe out the influence of Ahab’s
family. Jehu killed Jezebel, Joram, Ahaziah
and many of their relatives. God wanted to
v LTt : stop the bad influence that Ahab’s family
was having both in Israel and in Judah.
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hid him in a special room in the temple. Jehosheba could sneak mto the temple
with Joash because she was married to Jehoiada, the high priest! We can learn
from Jehosheba to be willing to do things for others and work for God even when
it is not easy. She actually risked her life to save baby Joash.

Joash was hidden in the temple for six years while he grew up to be a
young boy. During those six years while Joash was hiding in the temple,
Athaliah took over the kingdom of Judah and reigned as queen. She did terrible
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use us to work for him even when we are young. Let’s look for things we
can do in our Sunday School, ecclesia and family to serve God even while
we are still young.

Jehoiada organized some of the Levites, priests and people of Judah to get
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the temple. He armed his men and spread
them all over the temple area. Then Jehoiada
and his sons brought out Joash, put the
king’s crown on his head, anointed him with
oil and shouted, “Long live the king!" When
Athaliah saw what had happened, she tore 4
her clothes to show how upset she was and shout
Jehoiada sent some of his men to get her and kill her.

Jehoiada had the people and Joash make an agreement to be Yahweh's
special people. All the people were so excited that they tore down the temple of
Baal, smashed the altars and idols there, and killed the priest of Baal. Jehoiada
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We can learn an important lesson
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Joash Reigns as King

Joash was only 7 years old when he became king and he reigned 40
years. He did what was right as long as Jehoiada the priest was alive to help
him. Joash worked for many years to fix up the temple and make sure it was
used properly. But then Jehoiada died! Jehoiada was 130 years old when he
died. He faithfully served Yahweh all his life. The people liked him so much that
they buried him in Jerusalem with the kings of Judah. Jehoiada is a great
example of how many years of faithful service to God can have a good
affect on other people. He remained faithful to his God all his life. Let's try
our best to be like Jehoiada so we can help others and ourselves to be in
the kingdom.

After Jehoiada died, the officers of Judah gave Joash bad advice. They

' convinced Joash to stop worshipping
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leave them! Joash was so mad that he commanded the people to kill Zecharian,
the son of Jehoiada. So the people threw stones at Zechariah in the temple
courtyard until he died. King Joash did not remember all the kindness that
Jehoiada had shown to him. Let’s learn a lesson from King Joash’s mistake.
We should always try to remember the kind things other people do for us so

that we can be kind to them. “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32)

“Later that year, a small Syrian army attacked Jerusalem and wounded
Joash. His own officers made a plan to kill him because Joash had ordered
Zechariah to be killed. They killed Joash in his own bed. When Joash was
buried, he was buried in Jerusalem, but not with the other kings of Judah.
Joash's son, Amaziah, became the next king of Judah.



